DR. ALBIGENCE WALDO WRITES OF A 

WOMAN WARRIOR AT MONMOUTH

By Dr. David Martin

Journal of Dr. Albigence Waldo, dated in camp opposite New Brunswick, July 3, 1778.

As quoted in William S. Stryker, The Battle of Monmouth (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1927), 189.

One of the camp women I must give a little praise to. Her gallant, whom she attended in battle, being shot down, she immediately took up his gun and 


cartridges and like a Spartan heroine fought with astonishing bravery, discharging


the piece with as much regularity as any soldier present. This a wounded officer,


whom I dressed, told me he did see himself, she being in his platoon, and assured


me I might depend on its truth.

COMMENTARY

Dr. Albigence Waldo was born in Pomfret, Connecticut on February 27, 1750. After being apprenticed to a surgeon in Canterbury, he served as a surgeon in the Connecticut militia in 1775. He was then surgeon in a Connecticut Continental regiment from January 1777 to October 1779, when he had to resign because of bad health. After the war he settled in Windham County, Connecticut, where he died on January 29, 1794. 

Dr. Waldo does not give a name to the woman he describes in this passage. Nor does he give a name for her husband or his unit. The story tells how she took up his “gun” and fired it. This makes it sound like the woman’s husband was in the infantry. Some sources interpret that “gun” could mean “cannon” as well as “musket,” since both used “cartridges.” However, this is unlikely because the term “platoon” used by Waldo refers only to infantry units, not artillery units. Note that this account does not specify whether the woman’s husband was killed or wounded. Lastly, Waldo does not tell who his source was for the story. There were only a few American officer casualties at the battle, but enough that we cannot narrow down the source of Waldo’s story.


Dr. Waldo kept a well known diary during the winter at Valley Forge (November 1777 to January 1778). Unfortunately, the passage cited above does not come from this diary. In fact, the present day location of the journal cited by Stryker as the source of this passage is not presently known.  

CONCLUSION

Waldo’s account describes how a woman took up the musket of her fallen husband at the battle of Monmouth. This account cannot be used to support the story of Molly Pitcher at the battle, though it is still good evidence that at least one woman was present on the battle field and took part in the infantry fighting.

Taken from pages 2-3 of A Molly Pitcher Sourcebook by Dr. David G. Martin (Hightstown, NJ: Longstreet House, 2003).
